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Crab, a name applied Jitner^lh tu those of ,
the  decapod   (ten-legged j   Crustacea which '
have the tail short and inturned  (brachyu- '
ra) ;  applied also to  the hermit crabs and ;
their allies, in which the tail is long. In the i
more typical forms, such as the blue or edi- j
ble crab   (Callmectes sapfdus), the body is j
depressed, and the strong shield or carapace |
which  covers it  is  expanded laterally.  The i
lateral regions lodge the gills, here more effi- !
ciently protected than in lobster or prawn.
The chelipeds, or great claws, are so curved
that in repose they lit closely to the margin [
of the carapace; the other legs are inserted '
at   a   considerable   distance apart,  and  are
adapted to support the whole weight of the
body. The abdomen, or tail is only slightly
developed, has no  tail fin, is  kept  perma-
nently  inturned,  and  has  rudimentary  ap-
pendages only. In accordance with the seden- I
tary mode of life, the antennas are short, in-
stead of long as in the lobster, and the eyes
are placed in sockets, into which they can be
retracted.

Like other crustaceans, crabs periodically
cast their chitinous and limy shells. The Blue
Crab is found from Cape Cod to Florida and
is taken for market in immense quantities,
often immediately after moulting, before the
new shell has hardened, when it is known as
the 'soft-shelled crab.' The Fiddler Crab,
found in great numbers on the Atlantic coast,
is characterized by the excessive develop-
ment of one claw, popularly likened to a fid-
dle. Crabs are generally scavengers, but the
land species are also vegetarian in diet. They
are very active, great fighters, and often wily
in averting danger. From the time they leave
the egg until they attain adult form they
pass through several complete metamor-
phoses. Crabs move sideways instead of for-
ward, often with great rapidity. They vary
greatly in size and color, green, blue, and
gray being the most common hues. They are
of economic importance as a food in many
parts of the world. Consult Mayer's Sea-
shore Life; Arnold's Sea-Beach at Ebb-Tide.

Crab Apple, a term applied somewhat
vaguely to any sour or uncultivated species
of the apple family. The Siberian or True
Crab Apple belongs to the species Pyrus bac-
cata and is a native of Asia. The best known
American species are P. augustifolia, a small
tree growing to about 30 ft. in height and P.
coronaria. Their fruits, hard and astringent,
make excellent preserves, jellies, and marma-

lades, as \\ell as high grade cider The Asiatic
species are often planted for their beauty of
fruit and flower alone, P pitlchernnea, P
Jialhann, P- spectabdis, and P pninijolla are
favorite species.
Crabbes George (1754-1832), English
poet, was born in Aldeburgh, Suffolk, the son
of a salt master Longing for a literary ca-
reer he resolved to go to London and try
Ms luck. There he was befriended by Edmund
Burke, who took him into his house, and se-
cured a publisher for his poem, The Library
(1781). His name was speedily made, and.
having taken orders, he accepted the curacy
at Aldeburgh, and soon after procured,
through Burke, a chaplaincy to the Duke of
Rutland at Belvoir Castle. Atter occupying
various cures in Southern England he at
length settled in Trowbridge, Wiltshire
(1814)5 where he remained until his death.
Among his publications are The Village
(1783), The Newspaper (1785), The Parish
Register (1807), The Borough (1810), Tales
(1812), and Tales of the Hall (1819).
Crabbe is as much the poet of East Anglia
as Scott of the Borderland or Wordsworth
of the Lake Country. Consult Life by George
Crabbe, his son; Leadbeater Papers; Leslie
Stephen's Hours in a Library; Ainger's
Crabbe, in 'English Men of Letters Series;'
Huchon's George Crabbe and His Times
(Eng. trans.).
Crab Grass, a popular name for Panicum
sanguinale, a coarse annual grass common
throughout the United States. The name is
also applied to Eleusine.
Crab Plover, a peculiar bird (Dromas
ardeola), so called from its habit of feeding
chiefly on crabs. It inhabits the coasts of the
Red Sea and Indian Ocean, usually in flocks,
Crab Spider, a species of spider belong-
ing to the family Thomisidas, so called from
its broad, short body, the crab-like attitude
of its legs, and its habit of walking sidewise.
It spins no web and is found chiefly on
plants and fences.
Crabtree, Charlotte ('Lotta') (1847-
1924). American actress, was born in New
York City. Her first great success was as
Little Nell in Brougham's version of Little
Nell and the Marchioness. Other favorite
comedy parts were Topsy, Bob, Firefly, The
Little Detective, Musette, Nitouche, and Sam
Willoughby.
Cracked Heels, a condition in horses due
to washing their legs and imperfectly drying
them, or permitting the animals to stand
in accumulated filth and exposed to drafts.